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MEETINGS — WHERE & WHEN 


MAIN MEETING is held on TUESDAY 5th April (7 pm - 10 pm) in the 
Bardon Professional Development Centre, 390 Simpsons Rd Bardon. 
Entrance is through the Centre's Car Park in Carwoola St. 

Doors open 7 pm (Library & Sales). The meeting starts at 8 pm sharp. 


————) GAMES ON THE AMIGA —_—_—_—— 
Bring & Buy Software Night (See the "Randam Bits" Column) 


AMIGA WORK SHOP is held on Sunday 10th April 1988 (1 pm - 5 pm) in the 
Ithaca R.S.L. Hall, corner of Nash & Elizabeth Sts, Rosalie. 
Bring your own computer equipment to copy our P.D.Disks. 
Opportunity to purchase Disks and other Accessories. 
For further information:........ Ph. Bruce Wylie - 359 9779 (a.h.) 

or Steve McNamee - 262 1127 (a.-h.) 


REGIONAL MEETINGS 


CANNON HILL: 4th Saturday of the month (12noon - 9pm) in the Cannon 
Hill State School. Ph. Robert Hedi — 395 3606 a.h. 

CAPALABA: 3rd Saturday of the month (1pm - 5pm) in the Capalaba State 
Primary School (Redl. Educ. Centre). Ph. David Adams - 396 8501 a.h. 
KINGSTON: 2nd Friday of the month (7pm - 10pm) in the Kingston State 
School. Ph. Peter Martin - 290 1537 a.h. 

PINE RIVERS: 1st Sunday of the month (1pm - 5pm) in the Strathpine State 
High School. Ph. Barry Bean - 269 7390 a.h. 

SHERWOOD: 2nd Friday of the month (7.30pm) in the Graceville State 
School. Ph. Leigh Winsor - 379 2405 a.h. / Philip Parkin - 818 1172 a.h. 
WAVELL HEIGHTS: 2nd Tuesday of the month (7.15pm - 9.45pm) in the Wavell 
State High School, Childers St. Entrance. Ph. Cor Geels - 263 2839 
SUNSHINE COAST meets regularly. For meeting times, dates, places: 

Ph. Harvey Riddle - 071/ 421 036 or Ph. Vic Mobbs - 071 / 941 330 
MARYBOROUGH/HERVEY BAY: 4th Monday of the month (7pm - 10 pm) in the 
Sunbury St.School, Alice St. Ph. Terry Baade - 071 / 215059 a.h. 


Copying of Commercial Software is ILLEGAL and is 
NOT allowed at our Meetings! 
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GOODS & SERVICES 


BLANK DISKS 5,25" (DS/DD) - $10 per 10 (+ $2 Postage) 

BLANK DISKS 3,5" (DS/DD) - $30 per 10 (+ $2 Postage) \- 
P. D. DISKS 3,5" — $6.00 ea. (+ $2 Postage for up to 5 Disks) 

DISK BOXES for 3,5" disks (40) - $15.00 ea (+ $5.00 Postagey 

DISK BOXES for 3,5" disks (80) - $20.00 ea (+ $5.00 Postage) 


"AMIGA DOS SUMMARY" - $3.00 ea (+ $1.00 Postage) 

"AMIGA BEGINNERS GUIDE" (CLI etc.) - $2.50 ea (+ $1.00 Postage) 

"BBS INSTRUCTION BOOK" - $3.00 ea (+ $1.00 Postage) \, 
AMIGA SPECIAL PRINTER CABLE (A500 & A2000) - $25.00. 

ADDRESS LABELS (23 x 89 mm) - $14.00 per 1000 (+ $2 Postage) 

RIBBONS for MPS-1000, GX/LX-80 PRINTERS: $9 (+ $1 Postage) 

RIBBONS for MPS-1200/50, CITIZEN 120-D PRINTERS: $12 (+ $1 Postage) 

RIBBONS for RITEMAN C or F PRINTERS: $12 (+ $1 Postage) 


All orders to P.O. Box 274 - Springwood - QLD —- 4127 
Cheques to be made out to: C.C.U.G. (Q) Inc. 


MONITOR ADJUSTMENTS 
Harvey Riddle will do a focus adjustment to your 1081 monitor at our 
Rosalie Workshop Meeting at a cost of $5.00. If more drastic surgery is 
called for there will be additional charges. Consult Harvey at our 
workshop or phone him on: (071) 421 036. 


MAIN MEETING DATES FOR 1988 


Tuesday 10th May 1988* 
Tuesday 7th June 1988 
Tuesday 5th July 1988 
Tuesday 2nd August 1988 - Annual General Meeting 
Tuesday 6th September 1988 
Tuesday 4th October 1988 

Tuesday 1st November 1988 
Tuesday 6th December 1988 - 


* NOTE: The May Meeting is NOT held on the 1st Tuesday! 
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COMPUTER 


PARCOM PTY.LTD. 


WHITES HULL SHOPPING VILLAGE 363 BAYSWATER ROAD 
SAMUEL STREET - CAMP HILL - 4152] GARBUTT - TOWNSVILLE - 4814 
Ph, (87) - 375 22il Ph. (877) - 774 880 





OFFICIAL —_ 
WARRANTY — 
SERVICE CENTRE 
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PROFESSIONAL 
REPAIRS AND 
PRODUCT SUPPORT 





ALL WORK CARRIES OUR 90-DAY WARRANTY! — 
SEE US FOR EFFICIENT AND COURTEOUS SERVICE! 
SPECIAL RATES FOR USER GROUP MEMBERS! 
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EDITOR'S NOTES 


Welcome to your "New Look" newsletter! Thanks to the availability of 
a poor man's laser printer (an NEC P2200 24 Pin dot matrix printer) and 
the skill of Steve McNamee who wrote the printer driver(s), we are able 
to bring you this much better looking issue. Now, how about some more 
articles from you to make succeeding issues even better? 


Andre Marino has written a very nice batch file to strip the work- 
bench disk. This is worth studying to see how a batch file works. We 
hope that more members will supply us with examples of batch files; this 
aspect of Amy is badly under-documented. Also in this issue is a review 
of an Australian software package for Amy by Rod Palmer. Let us hope 
that this is the first of many locally written packages. 


Thought for the month: Supposedly the Amiga is a bigger seller in 
Europe than in the USA. The UK has provided us with SuperBase and some 
other packages, but continental Europe has only provided us with some 
games and the virus. Not really a very impressive record is it? 


THE SURVEY 


During February and March we are distributing a membership survey 
form at our main meeting, workshops and suburban sub-group meetings. 


Currently our total membership is in excess of 800, of which over 
150 are Amiga owners. As quite a few of the senior members of our group 
have now changed over to the Amiga, the remaining 8 bit (C64/C128) mem 
bers have felt a bit deserted because the majority of lectures and demos 
were given by these senior members. It thus became obvious that some- 
thing has to be done to put the train back onto the rails. 


We have therefore decided to conduct a survey to find out what men- 
bers want or need from their group. Although primarily aimed at the 8 
bit users, we also like to get input from Amiga owners. We decided not 
to include the survey in CURSOR as experience has taught us that we get 
a very meagre response from postal surveys. Hopefully we'll be able to 
report on the survey's result in the next month or so. 


Ralph De Vries 


APRIL 1988 5 CURSOR 


RANDOM BITS 


MARCH MEETING 


As this meeting was not held on our regular first Tuesday of the 
month, attendance was down somewhat compared with the previous month. 

Our membership survey form was distributed during this meeting and 
after the return of these forms from our suburban sub-groups we shall 
collate the material and act upon the results of the survey. 


After the introductory remarks of president and secretary the Amiga 
owners went to Room S1 where Robert Googe demonstrated the audio digi- 
tizer which he had designed and which was described in the March '88 
issue of our newsletter. This was demonstrated in conjunction with the 
Regis programs Audiomaster (written by Peter Norman of Melbourne) and 
Sonix. The demonstration was well received and proved once more the 
versatility of the Amiga. 


FEBRUARY WORKSHOP 
é 
This meeting was certainly the best attended workshop ever. We 
counted 39 Amigas there! As 18 new Fish disks have been added to the 
library there was plenty of choice for everyone. Our Amy committee could 
have done with a few pairs of extra hands though. 


A suggestion was received that we run some special hands-on type 
sessions for members who are interested in programming (Basic, Modula, C 
etc.), graphics, video, sound etc. Now this is an absolute fantastic 
idea, but we need members to come forward to run these sessions —- the 
committee members have their hands full. So, if you are willing to chair 
one of these sessions, why don't you give Bruce Wylie a ring? We'll give 
it some publicity in this newsletter as well. 


AMIGA DISK (LENDING) LIBRARY 

Members, who have paid their library dues, now have also access to 
our Commercial Disk Lending Library, which is only available at our main 
meeting. At present this consists of the Amigazine Disk magazine 
(issues 1 to 9), and our recently acquired range of Jump Disks (from the 
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July '87 issue onwards - and consisting mainly of AmigaBasic programs & 
articles), as well as the first five volumes of our own Australian 
Megadisc. As funds permit we hope to add to this range on a regular 
basis. 

We find that these disk 'magazines' are very easy to use and both 
Megadisc and Jumpdisk contain lots of material aimed at newcomers. If 
you find them useful you may well decide to subscribe to them directly. 
An annual subscription to Jumpdisk, which is reproduced in Atstralia by 
a company called Diskworks, costs only $156.00, while the all Australian 
Megadisc (Megadisc Publishing) costs $90.00 for 6 issues (this one 
appears approximately every second month). Megadisc 5 has got some 
absolutely stunning artwork - look out for it. 


NOTE: Most of the material on these disk magazines is copyrighted. 
This means that copying of this material is NOT ALLOWED! 


“BRING & BUY" AMIGA PROGRAMS 


We are in the process of establishing a commercial program disk 
lending library (see the item above), and for this reason we are looking 
for original software complete with documentation which you no longer 
require and which you might like to sell to the group. HOWEVER there are 
certain specifications that have to be met: 

ALL software that we buy has to run under Kickstart/Workbench 1.2. 
We will NOT be buying 1.1 software. We are not greatly interested in 
games, but we are prepared to haggle! We ARE interested in application 
type software, be it word processors, data bases, computer languages, 
graphics or sound packages etc. etc. Last, but not least, the software 
purchased has to be in good working order. This also means that software 
which has been dramatically 'modified' (such as a substantially changed 
workbench disk) can regrettably not be considered. 

Tf you do have some software for sale that meets these criteria 
bring it to the April Amiga meeting in Bardon and we will make you an 
offer or we'll haggle! 


MACINKER DEMO 
Do you go through a lot of printer ribbons? Than you may be inte- 
rested in the MACINKER DEMO which will take place in our library during 


the April meeting. This gadget which is not cheap does a marvellous job 
re-inking fabric ribbons. We have seen the results and were impressed. 
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MAGAZINE LIBRARY 


Most Amiga owners look for magazines like Amazing Computing or Amiga 
World when they want to borrow magazines. However did you know that 
quite a few other magazines also carry Amiga articles? Some that come to 
mind include Commodore Magazine (US), Your Computer (UK), Commodore 
Computing International (UK), Compute! (US) and Australian Commodore and 
Amiga Review. All these are available from our lending library. 


USERS GROUP MAGAZINES 


We recently received a copy of "Amiga Mag", the newsletter of the 
Amiga Users Group of South Australia. We noticed that their editor Don 
Thorpe has the same problems as your editor - a lack of articles! 

Also received was "Amiga Australia" from the Australian Amiga User 
Association which is based in Penrith (NSW). This group held a very 
successful open day last December which was supported by companies like 
Commodore, Neriki, Diskworks, Proton, etc. Perhaps we should run some- 
thing similar in Brisbane in the future. 

The third item received was the Jan/Feb '88 issue of the ICPUG news 
letter from the UK. Although covering all Commodore computers, some 50% 
of the articles seem to be devoted to the Amiga. Although the Amiga 
articles are quite good, we don't get the impression that the English 
Amiga users are more knowledgeable than our own local Amiga boffins - in 
fact we tend to think that we are better informed than our English 
counterparts. 


THE VIRUS 


Rod Palmer told us, when using Vcheck recently, that with the FACC 
(Floppy disk accelerator) program in place it gave one of his disks a 
clean bill of health but when FACC was removed a virus was found on the 
disk! Moral: don't use FACC when checking for the virus. 


VDT SCREEN FILTER 


Do you suffer a lot from reflections on your monitor screen? A 
solution to this problem will cost you about $40. Norm Stringer showed 
at a recent workshop a Screen Filter called VDT or Fanico (depending on 
which side of the box you look!) which drastically reduces glare on the 
monitor screen. It does NOT cut out interlace jitter. Available from 
Myers in Indooroopilly. 
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THE VIRUS — AGAIN! 


Jim Fang, one of our senior members who lives in Victoria, sent us 
an absolute masterpiece of bad journalism regarding the Virus. It ap- 
peared in the Herald on Monday 18th January 1988 under the heading: 
Swiss ‘virus' catching up with Canmodore. We find here such goodies as: 
“the Commodore Amiga 800 and 500 have been hit by a bout of a Swiss-made 
computer 'virus"' (presumably the A1000's were shrunk down to 800's by 
the virus!), and "Although the Amiga virus will not contaminate the host 
computer on initial use, 1f the virus tape is played a number of times 
the message 1s encoded on the Read Only Memory microchip inside the 
computer which will then physically interfere with the operating system 
of the computer." (Virus tape??? Has anybody got an Amiga with a Data- 
sette?), and the best of them all "The virus disappears when the power 
is off but activates when it's switched on again." Dear, oh dear, and 
they call that professional journalism? 


BARGAIN BASEMENT 


Visionhire in Bowen Hills are disposing of a quantity of ex-rental 
Taxan colour video monitors for about $250 each. According to Steve 
McNamee they work quite well with Amigas, but aren't quite as good as 
Commodore's own monitors. They also require the fitting of different 
plugs to your computer video leads. 


SAM BASIC 


Former C-64 owners may remember the ill-fated Simons Basic, an add- 
on cartridge which supposedly made the C-64's Basic more powerful. This 
product never really caught on because the manual was riddled with mis- 
prints and the product itself was decidedly 'iffy'. We now read that 
master Simons has written this magnificent new version of Basic for the 
Amiga called SAM BASIC (UK cost $99.00) . Sorry, but we tend to be skep- 
tical. Very few people will spend money on another brand of Basic when 
one is supplied free of charge with the machine. Most Basic programmers 
will probably opt for a Basic compiler to speed up their Basic programs 
rather than buy another flavour of Basic. 


RUMOURS 


We hear that the long awaited Atari sales push is about to get under 
way. If this is so, we may we well find that CBM may have to smarten up 
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their act. There's another rumour that Commodore will market the A500 
with 1 Megabyte as standard.... at lower prices? An Amiga 2100 has been 
shown at a German trade fair, which is based on a 68020 processor, as 
well as a model 3000 which is supposedly fitted with a 68030 processor. 


The latest information on Kickstart/Workbench 1.3 is that it will be 
made available to developers in March, but will not be released commer- 
cially before August. By devious means we've been able to get some idea 
of the new features this upgrade MAY have.... but don't blame us if they 
don't all materialise - these are only rumours! 


Kickstart 1.3 is a ROM based update which will allow users to boot 
from a suitable hard disk. Otherwise it's compatible with KS 1.2. 


Workbench 1.3: Will incorporate a Fast File System for Hard Drive 
users. Read/Writes may be up to 7 times faster, and access to hard 
drive directories is up to 10 times faster. 

Improved printer features: Graphics printing up to 6 times faster. 
New drivers for colour printers can colour correct so that the 
printed page looks like the screen. Amy will be able to anti-alias 
graphic prints to make smooth looking characters. 

Math Library: is about 6 times faster. CAD programs which use the 
libraries will speed up automatically. 

screen output: Text printing to the screen up to four times faster. 
Recoverable Ram Disk supplied as standard. 

Adobe Screen Fonts (Times-Roman, Helvetica, Courier) supplied. 
AUX: will allow a second person to use Amy at the same time. 

New Commands: SPEAK - allows many programs to speak. 

MORE - to easily allow the user to look at files. 

CMD - redirects printer commands to a file. 

SAVESCREEN - save screen to a file. 

XICON - execute script files from Workbench. 

PIPE - Unix‘™) style named pipes. 

SETFONT - Set the default font. 

Improved Commands: PREFERENCES - users can set more printer options. 
SEARCH - can now be used in Scripts. 

COPY - new options to work with RAM disk. 

EMACS — this editor has many new options. 

DISKFONT LIBRARY — now allows the user to EASILY add fonts to WB. 
NOTEPAD - handles more fonts. 
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HELP! 


Our member Norm Stringer borrowed an AmigaDOS Enhancer Software 
inanual from one of our members, but he has forgotten the name of the 
owner! The rightful owner can claim his/her property from the editor. 


RETURN OF THE PRODIGAL SON 


We hear that an old friend of our group, Les Van Tovier (formerly 
with Chandler and Sundown Computer Centre), is now working at Software 
80 in Milton. If you are in the market for hardware like printers etc. 
it might pay you to check out prices with Les. 


WHAT'S HAPPENING TO AMY 500? 


We noticed something rather unusual with the latest batch of 500's 
which have gone on sale. The left AMIGA key which became a COMMODORE key 
on the first batches of the 500 has been changed back to the AMIGA key 
again. Why? Compatibility with the 1000's? It's also claimed that the 
internal drive has been changed. Can somebody elucidate? 


KINDWORDS??? 


Recently we saw a new(?) word processor called KindWords (we kid you 
not!), published by a company called 'The Disc Company’. The program 
which comes on two disks seems to be our old friend TextCraft Plus, 
combined with a 90 000 word spelling checker plus a special program 
called SuperFonts which allows most printers (including the new 24 pin 
printers) to use high resolution graphics printouts. Stay tuned for more 
news on this one. 


DOWN THEY COME 


The new breed of 24 pin dot matrix printers are coming down in price 
very rapidly. Recently a company at Brisbane's south side was selling 
the NEC P2200 for $600.00 (RRP $850.00) and the Epson LQ850 for $750.00 
(RRP $1199). At this rate they'll soon be making the 9 pin dot matrix 
printers obsolete. 


INFO IS HERE! 
Just arrived in local newsagents, the January/February issue of the 
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American INFO magazine. To all Commodore users we would say: "Go and 
reserve a copy at your newsagent." For some years now we have been able 
to try to get hold of this magazine - we even sent away for a subscrip- 
tion, but to no avail; the company wouldn't export the magazine! Now 
however they've had a change of heart and it's here. At $9.20 it isn't a 
bargain, but we consider it much better value than, say, Amiga World. 

Well, what's so special about this magazine? First and foremost it's 
NOT a programming magazine; for that you should try the Amigan Appren- 
tice and Journeyman, the Amiga Transactor or Amazing Computing. It is 
primarily a magazine that reviews software and hardware. More important 
though,it is an INDEPENDENT magazine, not part of a chain. This means 
that they don't feel obliged to say 'nice' things about their adverti- 
sers products (and despite this the magazine carries a fair bit of 
advertising). All review copies go directly to INFO's offices, not to 
the reviewers who usually are allowed to keep the copy of the product in 
question. This keeps the reviewers honest! The magazine is totally pro- 
duced on Commodore computers - currently on a C-128, but as from the 
next issue on the Amiga, now that there are a sufficient amount of good 
programs (and peripherals) around to do the job. Incorporated in the 
magazine is the Midnite Software Gazette - for quite a few years the 
leading Commodore users group magazine in the US; Jim Strasma was heavi- 
ly involved with this one. 


Coverage of the magazine is about 50% 8 Bit and 50% Amiga. But not 
only are there reviews (yes, games as well), but also informative ar- 
ticles on Commodore and other software and hardware suppliers; yes, they 
even tell you which companies are going broke! In two pages they give an 
overview of what all the other Commodore & Amiga magazines are publish- 
ing as well! The editorial is a beauty: - "why are Camnodore shunned by 
all the 'big' canputer magazines', and "then there's that logd' - asking 
why Commodore had to replace the Amiga rainbow check mark with the new 
logo. "Amen" we say. There is also a beaut gossip page with lots of 
interesting 'newsy' bits. 


Yes, we will add this magazine to our library, but if you only buy 
an occasional computer magazine we'd suggest that you put INFO near the 
top of the list. Highly recommended. 

THE ARP REPLACEMENT COMMANDS — A WARNING 


Last month we devoted some space to the new ARP replacement commands 
which can be found on Fish disk 123. Generally the majority of them work 
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quite well, although a few of them (like CD) have some minor bugs in- 
them which will no doubt be fixed up in future releases. 


If however you install these commands on a Workbench disk there's a 
potential problem hidden in there. Recently we had occasion to update a 
startup-sequence of an applications disk. As the C directory of this 
applications disk didn't have all the C commands on board that were 
needed, we transferred some of the C commands from our Workbench disk. 
After re-writing our startup-sequence we re-loaded the application 
program and it hung up! Re-checking the startup-sequence we found that 
everything was okay - so what was going on? And then came enlightenment 
- we had just transferred some of the new ARP C commands, and these 
little beauties require the ARP.library file in the Libs directory!!! 
Once we installed this file, our program behaved nomnally again. 


We would suggest that, if you do use these new ARP commands, somehow 
you distinguish them from the ‘ordinary’ C commands. The simplest way 
would probably be to CAPITALISE these comnands. Then, when you do copy 
these commands to another disk you will know that they MUST have the 
ARP.library file in place before they will work. 


PINE RIVERS SUB-GROUP 


Because of Easter this group will meet in April only on the second 
Sunday of the month (10th April). Their new coordinator is Basil Bean 
who has taken over from Bruce Wylie. Basil's phone no. is 269 7390 a.h. 


ERRATUM 


An error crept in the 
circuit diagram of the Audio 
Digitizer on page 12 of the 
March ‘88 issue of CURSOR. 


We have reproduced here 
the top right hand corner of 
the diagram with the missing 
part in place: - a 10 k Ohm 
resistor. Our apologies to all 
those frustrated hardware 
hackers co couldn't make the 
thing work. 
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Re-Ink And Save Dollars! 


You could be saving hundreds of dollars a year 
just by re-inking your own ribbons instead of 
discarding them. 





Our dot matrix, residueless, lubricant is 
specially formulated for ribbon re-inking and 
will not harm the print head. 


Call Sandy or Linda on 07 286 5590 for your 
free brochure and price list. 


ga ft Tel (07) 286 5590 
WUsaeod P.O. Box 476, Cleveland, Q. 4163 


RIBBON RE-INKING SER VICE 


We can provide an inking service at very 
competitive prices. We only use the finest 
quality, lubricant, dot matrix inks and will re- 
ink in black, color or even reload your cartridges 
with new ribbon for color printing. 

Delivery for three or more cartridges is free. 


Terms: Bankard, Mastercard or Visa. 
K & W Re-Inking Service & Supplies. 


18 Thrush Ave, Paradise Point Q 4216 (075) 57 3442 


ABOUT SUPERBASE ETC. 


by Ralph De Vries 


Recently one of our members returned his original copy of SUPERBASE 
PERSONAL to the UK to obtain the latest upgrade. This program has gone 
through nine upgrades since its original release in October 1986! A lot 
of the upgrades have been minor (and some major) bug fixes, but some 
substantial improvements have been made to the program as well. Heavy 
duty users of SB will be pleased to know that data entry can now be done 
with the Amiga/S key combination without getting that confirmation re- 
quester on the screen every time - this is quite a time saver. TODAY is 
now a valid constant for date-fields and calculations. More Amiga keys 
have been defined to speed things up. SuperBase has been re-compiled and 
is now some 30000 bytes less than the original version. The dongle is 
now only required when you first load SB; you can then remove the dongle 
which could be useful for people who run more than one Amiga with SB. 
{It should be noted here that the earliest versions of SB were deprotec- 
ted when copied through Marauder - i.e. a dongle was no longer required. 
This is no longer the case with these latest upgrades.} All in all a 
good program has become better. 

Another database program that has gone through a series of upgrades 
is SOFTWOOD FILE Ilsg. Originally }mown as MIAMIGA FILE this latest 
version has removed quite a few bugs and the program is now capable of 
storing sound and graphic files. Note however that one of its major 
restrictions, namely a field length of 30 characters still applies. If 
you don't consider this a restriction, and you don't require all the 
features of SB, it may well be a viable alternative. A demo version can 
be found on Fish disk no.86. 

On Fisk disk no.89 you will find a demo version of another database 
program, MICRO FICHE FILER. This one has some rather unique features and 
has been very well received in the computer press. Even if you don't 
want a database program the demo version is worth a look. 


IT am not competent enough to write about programmable database 
programs like DB MAN or ACQUISITION. Both of these have been panned in 
the press for either bugs or inadequate documentation, but again they 
are going through a series of upgrades. SUPERBASE PROFESSIONAL is about 
to be released and should be a worthy contender in this category. 
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BEGINNERS CORNER 


STRIPPING A WORKBENCH DISK 


by ANDRE MARINO 


Although the process of stripping a Workbench disk manually can be 
quite educational to the learner, it can be down right FRUSTRATING and 
BORING to perform on a regular basis. After reading Ralph's article in 
the february issue of Cursor on this same topic I reasoned that a more 
productive method for stripping a Workbench disk would be to create a 
batch file to perform the task for us. 


Thus the listing below is the batch file which I created to strip a 
Workbench disk. I have also commented the listing below to justify my 
deletions. My deletions may not satisfy some peoples tastes but it is 
quite a simple matter to tailor this batch file to suit your own needs 
(so, if you hate it, modify it!). 


The Workbench I chose to perform this operation on is the WORKBENCH 
1.2 provided in the ENHANCER SOFTWARE package released by Commodore. 
This package should be identical in nature to any more recent releases 
with minor exception of additional commands in the c directory and 
additional memory utilities found on the 500's Workbench. So if you have 
one of the latter Workbenches make sure you modify the batch file to 
suit your own needs as the deletions below are a simple guideline. 


Lastly after you execute the batch file below you should end up with 
a Workbench disk which has 1110 blocks free (about 35% full). This 
should comfortably accommodate for any additional utilities, programs or 
additional commands you care to place onto your customised Workbench 
disk. 


[cont'd] 
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> * BATCH FILE TO STRIP A WORKBENCH 1.2 DISK. * 
 * * 
; * INSTALLATION : * 
; 3 | . 
; * 1) Type this batch file up using ed or some other text * 
7 editor and call it Stripper. x 
we * 
; * 2) Copy the batch file into the s directory on the * 
; * Workbench disk you wish to strip. % 
. x 
; * 3) Modify the s/startup-sequence file removing all path * 
; * statements so that we can delete those unwanted * 
- directories. If you are unsure what to remove my * 
: x startup-sequence look like this at this stage : - 
o le LoadWb % 
2k endcli > nil: x 
; * After the batch file completes its work I modify the * 
> x startup-sequence file to suit my own needs such as * 
; * setting my system clock and setting up a recoverable * 
7k ram disk amongst other things. * 
. x * 
; * 4) Then execute the batch file by typing "execute * 
; * — stripper". x 
2% . 
; * 5) When the batch file has finished you should type * 
7 x "assign c: dfO:c". * 
nak ‘ 
; * NOTE : After the execution of this batch file you * 
ok should end up with a stripped workbench which * 
> has 1110 blocks free (about 36% full). , 
- x You may find that the system directory has not * 
: been deleted if you ran your CLI from the * 
> "System" directory. This may be corrected by * 
2 re-booting the system running the CLI and then * 
: x deleting the "System" directory by the command * 
2 “delete System". e 

* * 


° KAKKKKKKKKKKKEK RK KER KKKKKKAKKAKKA KKK IKI IAIIII IIIA AIK 
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[cont 'd] 


; Set up RAM disk to speed up batch file. 


copy c/copy ran: 
assign c: ram: 

copy c/IF ran: 
copy c/ENDIF ran: 
copy c/delete ram: 
copy c/rename ran: 
copy c/assign ram: 


; Delete any ".info" files left in any directories. 


IF exists .info 
delete .info 

ENDIF 

IF exists Disk.info 
delete Disk.info 

ENDIF 

delete #?/.info 


; Get rid of the Trashcan directory. 


IF exists Trashcan 
delete Trashcan all 


delete Trashcan.info 


ENDIF 


+ Kill all those unused commands in the c directory. You may have to ; 
modify this one to suit your ow needs. Note that both editors are ; 
deleted — this is because I replace them with a more powerful editor. 


IF exists c 
delete c/AddBuffers 
delete c/Break 
delete c/DiskChange 
delete c/Edit 
delete c/Fault 
delete c/Join 
delete c/Protect 
delete c/Search 
delete c/Skip 
delete c/Status 
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c/BindDrivers 
c/ChangeTaskPri 
c/Ed 

c/FailAt 
c/FileNote 
c/Prompt 

c/Quit 
c/SetDate 
c/Sort 
c/Version 
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delete c/Wait c/Why 
ENDIF 


- Now we can delete the Demos directory entirely. 


IF exists Demos 
delete Demos all 
delete Demos.info 

ENDIF 


Next is the system directory. For this I adopt a slightly different 
approach. First I take all the useful commands and put them in the c 
directory where they should be in the first place. Then I delete the 

> remaining contents of the directory and the directory itself. The only 
exception to this is the CLI which I put into the root directory. 


=e —~s 


~e 


=e 


IF exists System 
copy System/CLI#? 
copy System/DiskCopy c 
copy System/Format c 
delete System all 
delete System.info 
ENDIF 


> No deletions should be made in the 1 directory! 


- In the devs directory I delete all the keymaps and all the printers 

> except the printer driver I us (Epson driver) and also the clipboards 
; directory. I also delete the mountlist because I replace this with one 
; Of Imy own. 


IF exists devs 
delete devs/keymaps all 
rename devs/printers/Epson devs/Epson 
delete devs/printers/#? devs/Mountlist 
rename devs/Epson devs/printers/Epson 
ENDIF 


- There are no deletions in the s directory! 


- The t directory should be left alone! 
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; All the contents of the fonts directory can be deleted. 
; Must reassign fonts to delete it. 


assign fonts: : 

IF exists fonts 
delete fonts all 

ENDIF 


; The libs directory should be left alone but since I rarely use the 
; text to speech converter (translator.library) I will delete it. 


IF exists libs 
delete libs/translator.library 
ENDIF 


; The Enpty directory can be deleted. 


IF exists Enpty 
delete Enpty all 
delete Enpty.info 

ENDIF 


; All of the Utilities may be deleted. 


IF exists Utilities 
delete Utilities all 
delete Utilities.info 

ENDIF 


; Expansion directory may be deleted unless you have a SideCar. 


IF exists Expansion 
delete Expansion all 
delete Expansion.info 

ENDIF 


; The root directory. Here we can delete the clock. Preferences has been 
; left intact since it is useful for modifying useful parameters. 


IF exists Clock 
delete Clock#? 
ENDIF 
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REV TEWS 


smartKey 
by Rod Palmer 


I suppose the time had to come when our editor would ask me to do my 
first review of a program, so when he asked me to review SmartKey from 
Australian System Software I had my doubts as to whether the $59.95 
would be worth it, since we have a number of good keyboard macro pro- 
grams on the PD Fish Disks. 


SmartKey, an Australian Program, has also to compete with the likes 
of Zing! Keys. It is Zing! Keys that we see advertised in most American 
Magazines so a little comparison was in order. Price is around about 
the same but installing SmartKeys was so much simpler; even I had no 
trouble first time. It is supplied with a RunBackground command which 
1s used to start the program from the CLI or the Startup-sequence or an 
Icon to start from WorkBench. If the runbackground command is used on 
Zing! keys it has some very disastrous results. 


SmartKeys will allow you to program any key or combination of keys 
to act as macros. One of the first keys that I programed was to make 
the ; return a : when I work in CLI so no more df0; etc.. 


Once Smartkeys is installed, it only takes up 18K of memory compared 
to Zing! Keys 70K. A touch of the - on the numeric keypad will bring up 
the Main menu, then either touch the — again to reveal the options menu 
or the key you wish to program. 255 characters can be used for each 
keystroke so [Left Amiga] f£ does me very well for my format command. 

Now this brings me to a very good point of this program; its pause cam- 
mands. 


There are two types of pause commands; one that will take a variable 
number of keystrokes, terminated by the Enter key [It must be the enter 
key not the Return key] or the Keypause command that you program for a 
set number i.e. dir df{K}:{Return}. In this case the {K} is one key- 
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stroke; when entered the comnand is executed. I will now give you a few 
examples of the pause command. 


[Left Amiga] f = system/format drive df{k}: name {p} noicons 
[return] - | 

When the [LA] f combination is pressed the format command activates 
stopping at the {K} for a single keystroke then moves on to the [P} this 
time waiting for the enter key ## not the return key ### to be pressed 
before moving on. 


[Left Amiga] d = dir df{k}: [return] - 

This time when the [LA] d combination is pressed, it waits at the 
{k} for a0 1 2 etc. before moving on. This saves a lot of macros to do 
the dirs of the different drives. It is you the user who programs these 
keys to suit him/her self. 


Now I could write quite a few more pages on this program's good 
points. One more that should be mentioned is the ability to override 
any macro by simply pressing the . on the numeric keypad first (the keys 
on the numeric keypad are treated different to the other keys) and then 
the next keystroke is as normal instead of the macro. 


Bugs are few. So far I have only found one, but a most annoying 
one. It comes if an error occurs, but not always. If I am formatting a 
disk using my macro setup and I press return instead of the knter key 
after a pause command to allow me to insert a disk name and the disk 
fails format, Smartkey is lost from memory. This also happens when no 
disk is in the drive when the go ahead is given to format. 


The instruction book is well laid out and very informative. The 
only mistake that I noticed was in the Glossary where the warm boot is 
given as [Ctrl] [Alt] [Del]. This is the I.B.M. reset showing that this 
program is ported over from an I.B.M.. 


If you are in the market for a macro program and you have the need 
for programing all the keys on the keyboard, I could recommend SmartKeys 
over Zing! Keys as it takes up a lot less iemory and is easier to in- 
stall in a startup-sequence and, while its menu window is not as 
‘pretty’ as Zings!, it is much easier to use. 


{This program was made available to us by courtesy of 
F.B.N. Software, P.O. Box 19, Woden, A.C.T. 2606} 
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AUTO CONFIGURATION for A1000 PROTON MEMORY BOARDS 


by Ralph De Vries 


The Proton menory boards have been with us now for about nine 
months. After some initial teething problems they have settled in well, 
and most owners of these boards are quite happy with them. The only 
thing that they lacked was an auto configuration module which meant that 
every disk or program which wanted to make use of the expanded menory 
had to have an Addmem command (or Proton's own Meminstall command) added 
to the startup-sequence; no real hardship, but a bit of a pain. 


Proton has been announcing the pending arrival of their Auto Config 
module for nine months now (coming ‘real soon'!), but at long last we 
received notification in March that it wasn't still-born after all. 
But... and here comes the cruncher, it wasn't in the form of a hardware 
add-on, but in the fomn of a program to modify the Kickstart disk. 


At this stage I'd better put my cards on the table; in principle I 
don't like items which change the standard configuration of my computer 
or the low-level operating system (i.e. Kickstart). Consequently I never 
bothered to put Kickstart into ROM or install one of the ‘INSIDER' type 
of memory boards. The idea of modifying Kickstart might be great for 
experienced hardware hackers, but for most of us the risks far outweigh 
any possible benefits. Now that I've got this of my chest it's back to 
Proton. 


The Auto Configuration disk (cost $50.00) comes without any paper 
documentation at all (I've previously remarked on the rather shoddy 
presentation of their products); all the documentation 1s supplied on 
the disk. I would like to suggest that they do put this documentation 
through a spelling checker - words like ‘contigious', 'puting', 
'‘steping', 'neccessary', 'straght', '‘pluged', ‘cosecutive', ‘prefferred' 
are not in my copy of the Macquarie dictionary. A poor effort. 


The actual program to modify the Kickstart disk is called ZapKick 
and is written by Glen McDiannid of Brisbane. Let me start by saying 
that it does what it sets out to do, namely auto configure expansion 
memory. After specifying the memory location of your Proton memory board 
it also offers several other options such as: A) alter the drive step 
rate, B) Proton RealTime Clock installation, C) a replacement font for 
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Topaz 80, D) a virus eliminator and E) inhibit the 'clicking' of an 
empty drive. I installed my expanded memory at the appropriate location 
and also used the clock installation option as well as the new font, the 
virus protector and the drive 'anti-click' option. I did not install the 
option to alter the drive step rate (see my comments above). Memory and 
clock were properly installed and the new font is a definite improvement 
on Topaz 80 - nice work Glen. The virus protector apparently works by 
rejecting any disk which is infected; that's a very nice option. As I 
don't have any infected disks I was unable to test this particular 
feature. The drive ‘anti-clicking' option didn't work for me, but the 
documentation warns that this option does not work for every drive. 
Anyway my computer's fan drowns out the clicking of my empty drive! 


My first test was to try it out on DPAINT IT (Pal version) in the 
hi-res mode (640 x 512). With memory installed manually it wasn't possi- 
ble to get more than 8 colours in this mode; according to our coordi- 
nator it would need the auto configuration in place to be able to get 16 
colours. Well, you guessed it..... I still was only allowed 8 colours 
with auto config in place — disappointment, boohooh! But then I had a 
brain wave; let's try the NTSC version (640 x 400) of DPAINT. And this 
time I could get all 16 colours on the screen! ZapKick is vindicated. 
Trying it out with BUTCHER II in its Hi-res mode it just managed to 
Scrape in with all 16 colours. With the addmem command I was limited to 
8 colours. Since then I have used auto config on the majority of the 
disks I use from day to day without any apparent ill effect. If you do 
have a program that doesn't recognise expansion memory it's a simple 
matter of rebooting (CTRL - A - A) and holding the left mouse button 


down. Your program will now Sign on with the normal internal memory 
message. 


The ($50.00) question - should you buy this option? This is diffi- 
cult to answer. If you are happy with the Proton board by adding the 
addmem (meminstall) and clock commands, and you find that all your 
Programs are running well without auto configuration, then you may as 
well forget it. If, on the other hand, you have a lot of graphics 
(and/or Sound) programs which use the chip memory intensively, then this 
option may well be for you. At this stage I can only report that it 
works for me, and that's the bottan line. If there are any other Proton 
users out there who have purchased this disk, we would very much like to 
hear what their reactions are to this product. 


—o0000- 
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FROM ‘THE A.~j. Aj & J. 


The following extracts are from THE AMIGAN APPRENTICE & JOURNEYMAN, 
yolumne II, number 6, and have been reproduced with permission. 

These articles are copyrighted by the A. A. & J. and may not be re- 
published without their permission. 


SO A TASK CRASHES; WHY REBOOT? 


An Amiga wrote and said he wished he knew a way to save the files 
from his multitasking programs when that fatal SOFTWARE ERROR box 
appears on the screen. Well, geez, Sam there 2s a way! That small ERROR 
window has front and back gadgets, right? So, shove it into the back- 
ground. The task which caused the error is suspended, but all your other 
programs remain okay. Go ahead and save your files. Dr. Jim Lindsey 
tells us he’s in the habit of shoving up to six such ERROR windows into 
the background until he's good and ready to warm boot. Why not? 


DRIVE BUG IN DPAINT IT 


DPAINT II recognises only three drives: DFO:, DF1: and DH: (a hard 
disk). If ycu employ three floppy drives (we guess one quarter of our 
membership does so), and set CD to drive 2, DPAINT pops a requester 
asking you to insert volume DH! You can't. The only solution is to quit 
DPAINT II, reset CD to drive 0 or 1, and load DPAINT again. On a machine 
which can service four floppy drives, that's bad programming. 


CD to RAM:C and THUD! 


DPAINT II crashed Amy four times in a row when we attempted to load 
DPAINT with CD set to RAM:C. The loading menu appears, but DPAINT itself 
never appears; instead, it stipples the screen with weird patterns and 
the red lights on Amy's drives begin to wink madly. We figured maybe the 
interference came from Blitzfonts, Heliosmouse, or some other background 
program, and so unloaded 'em all. No help. Only when we set CD to drive 
QO or 1 did DPAINT cease to crash. 


~ 
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UNREADABLE DISK? TRY COPY! 


John Toebes sent us three disks he'd copied on his Amiga. But when 
we tried to DISKCOPY them, AmigaDOS said all three were unreadable on 
each of our drives. We were in a mad rush for the data—so we decided to 
batch COPY all the good files and to have John KERMIT the bad ones by 
phone. After we formatted new disks and Copied the files to them, lo! We 
had every file on John's disks. It turned out that the unreadable sec- 
tors hadn't been used for files. After we formatted another disk, COPY 
ALL got every file. Use of COPY when DISKCOPY reports an unreadable disk 
has worked before, but never on three consecutive disks. Good trick to 
know! 


The Care and Feeding of Amy 500 


We comment below changes in hardware and software which arrived with Amy 
500. Most apply to Amy 2000 as well. 


CLI IS A BASTARD NO LONGER! 


The bar sinister has been removed from poor ole CLI, which C-A hid 
in the cellar when Amy 1000 first came out. Now, on Amy 500 and 2000, 
CLI holds the place of honour, on the right side of the Workbench win- 
dow. When you click on its icon, you quickly pop a CLI. Preferences 
arrives with CLI turned ON. That's not all; the A500 manual devotes a 
useful section on how to use the CLI. Give C-A a gold star. 


Nary a Clicked Tooth do you hear from your disk drives. Apparently C-A 
modified the new Kickstart to end that annoyance. 


WOULD YOU BELIEVE SIX HOURS PLAYING ‘ASK'? 


C-A writes the toughest games in the world. We found a new DOS 
command, ASK, in the c: directory of Workbench. This we inferred was a 
remedy for the absence in old AmigaDOS of any simple way to branch to 
options within a batch file. That was the last good guess we made for 
six hours. We soon found out that ASK accepts only "y" or "“n" for res- 
ponse. If you enter any other key and press RETURN, you're prompted to 
enter again. Our problem lay in finding a way to sense which key had 
been pressed. Everything we tried failed. After six hours of trials, we 
in desperation gave the error traps a try. IF FAIL failed; IF ERROR did 
also. But IF WARN indeed senses a "y” response: 
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ask "Shall I branch to thisfile?" 
[How do you sense a response?] 


ask "Branch to YES?" 
if WARN 
echo "We branch to YES" 
else 
echo "Sigh. Still No." 
endif 
It indeed appears strange to sense an expected response by error level, 
but that's what C-A did——probably because at this late date any other 
method would have required major surgery on AmigaDOS. ASK works well on 
AMY 1000 also. We now have a simple way to branch within batch files, 
and can abandon the old trick of setting CD to do so. 


MEMORY CONTROL 


In the SYSTEM directory of the A500 WB disk lie several new commands 
to control how memory is used. NoFastMem does what MEMGRAB does on the 
A1000—blocks any use of any fast RAM which may be available, so that 
any programs which will run only in the 512K of CHIP memory may be so 
loaded and run. The second command, SLOWMEMLAST, loads everything possi- 
ble into fast RAM. The free-memory list 1s arranged so that internal 
slow/fast RAM (any excess chip memory which is available as an expansion 
over and above 512K) is used last, after truly fast expansion memory is 
filled. INITPRINTER sends your Preference printer settings to printer. 
If ever you've dumped graphics to printer, you understand why this new 
command is handy. Most graphic dumps leave your printer unset; any 
subsequent text output ignores your Preferences printer text settings 
entirely. InitPrinter solves that problem by reinitializing your printer 
to proper text settings. Another gold star. 


It's a Nice BIG Keyboard! 


We read the preceding line in a user group review of Amy 500—and 
damn near gagged. To an old touch-typist, there's no such thing as a 
nice big keyboard! The smaller a keyboard the better—for your hands 
travel fewer miles in the course of a long, hard day. We also read that 
the keys on the keyboard are bigger than those on the AL000. Nonsense. 
All character keys are identical in size. 


The (numeric) keypad is Out in the Right-Field Bleachers; it's like 
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commuting to Long Island to use it. The pad on Amy 1000 is tucked in 
close, where it should be. A huge keyboard may help sell A5000 and A2000 
in the store because it's visually attractive, but to an old touch- 
typist, it's a distinct step backwards. 


To the Stake! with whoever decided to arrange the cursor keys in an 
inverted T. We don't give a damn how standard it is. After using cursor 
keys arranged in a diamond, we find the T causes error after error. We 
tap what we think is the left cursor key and the #$! cursor goes DOWN! 
There is plenty of room on the keyboard for a diamond, and a diamond it 
Ought to be! The folks who design aircraft and automobiles well know 
that the location and direction of controls must match what the con- 
trols do. The inverted T breaks every rule for good human engineering. 
(We're about to modify the cursor controls to form a diamond: we'll let 
you know how it comes out.) 


The Backspace key has been reduced to the size of a standard key 
(our fingers miss it consistently). The DEL key is moved and quite 
large. Both changes are botches. The new keyboard configuration may be 
Widely used, it may be almost a standard, but to an old touch-typist, 
it's designed by salesmen for the showroom and not for utility. Hunt- 
and-Peck typists may not object as we do. We can report only three good 
features: 1) the feel of the keys is crisp, not as light as that of the 
A000, 2) the keys won't jam if you press them off centre or they're 
dirty, and 3) the keypad holds parentheses, the slashbar, asterisk and 
the plus sign; you can do all your mathwork on the keypad. 


REMOVE INTERNAL DISKS WITH CARE! Twice, as we tried to remove a Work- 
bench disk from the internal drive, the disk struck our hand and reboun- 
ded back into the drive. Although it didn't go all the way back in, Amy 
500 thereafter refused to accept any disk we placed in drive 0. Warm 
boot required. Cause: the ejection button on drive 0 is so placed that 
an ejected disk is bound to strike your hand unless you're very careful. 
Cure: be very careful! 


Programs Run Okay? So far, every program we've used successfully on the 
A1000 has run without murmur on the A500. We find the 2.5 megabytes of 
available RAM which we have on board a blessing. We usually load the 
files we need into RAM shortly after we boot and leave Amy 500 on until 
we go to bed. For the price it's a fine machine and, except for the 
problems noted, reliable. 

{Copyright The Amigan Apprentice & Journeyman} 
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